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A Christian Wedding 

A Christian wedding is the making of a sacred and public covenant in the presence of God.  It is a time of 

great rejoicing mingled with stately solemnity of purpose.  In it, the wider Christian family gathers to 

witness a covenant by which those who pledge to each other a life-long unity of fidelity and love.  This 

union then receives the blessing of God, who alone can give the highest gifts of grace: love and honor, 

faithfulness and patience, wisdom and godliness. 

 

The First Step 

The engaged couple should arrange to speak with the Pastor about the wedding before any other plans 

are finalized.  A wedding at the Coraopolis United Methodist Church involves the participation of many 

different people and adequate advance notice is essential so that the rehearsal, wedding and reception 

can be cleared on the church calendar.  A date may be cleared verbally upon initial conversation, but it is 

not held until a deposit is made. 

 

Pre-Marital Counseling 

Before the Pastor officiates at a wedding, she/he requires that the couple obtain counseling, as a part of 

their preparation for marriage.  Counseling may be provided by the Pastor or by another agency or per-

son, with approval from the Pastor.  Counseling is one of the responsibilities of the couple as they pre-

pare for the big day. 

 

Wedding Customs 

We honor and appreciate diverse cultural, ethnic and family traditions, and will work with you to in-

clude them in your wedding.  We are also reminded that a wedding is a worship service of the church.  

As such, it is not an appropriate occasion merely for social display.  It is a sacred service of worship in 

the presence of witnesses, to receive God’s blessing on their life together. 

 

Final Responsibility for the Service 

As in all worship services of the church, the Pastor has the final responsibility.  She/he will conduct the 

rehearsal, assisted by the Director of Music, and possibly a Wedding Consultant.  The order of service 

and vows will be shaped by the Pastor in conversation with the bridal couple.  For this to work, couples 

should plan 1 to 2 in-person appointments with the Pastor in addition to any pre-wedding counseling. 

 

Wedding Music 

Arrangements for the music and the use of the church’s musical instruments are to be made directly 

with the Director of Music after the wedding date is confirmed on the church calendar.  Music is selected 

in conformity with the dignity of the service and with the approval of the Director of Music.  If you wish 

to use other musicians, please speak first with the Director of Music, and receive approval, before final-

izing plans. 



The License 

Application for a Pennsylvania marriage license may be obtained at any County Courthouse (Allegheny, 

Beaver, Elk, etc.)  where both the bride and groom must be present and pay a cash fee.  It takes about 

four days for the license to be issued (though courthouses in more rural areas with less traffic have been 

known to process licenses on the same day.)  The license is valid for sixty (60) days.  It is suggested that 

the license be obtained ten days to two weeks prior to the wedding so that if there is some emergency 

for which the wedding must be postponed, there will be ample time to run on the license granted.  The 

license should be presented to the Pastor prior to the day of rehearsal.  The wedding has no legal stand-

ing unless the Pastor has signed the paperwork, and the couple have returned this to the courthouse to 

be registered.  Even signed, if the paperwork is not returned in a timely fashion, usually ten days, the 

couple may have to request a new license to be issued. 

 

The Photographer, Cinematographer And Video Camera Operator 

Photographs and video may be taken prior to, during, and following the service, depending on the wish-

es of the couple, knowing in advance is certainly helpful to planning the day.  If a great deal of time is to 

be given to such photography, we encourage that, in deference to the wedding guests and church staff, 

that this occupy time prior to the wedding or after the guests have been released to the place of the re-

ception. 

Those serving in this capacity should speak to the Pastor prior to the ceremony about the position of tri-

pods and use of equipment during the ceremony, so as not to interrupt or distract from the service.  The 

balcony may be used for photography/videography, and the choir loft offers a prime vantage point close 

to the couple and also capturing the sanctuary and the guests who have come to witness the ceremony. 

 

Bulletins 

Printed bulletins for the order of service can be used during the wedding.  The order of service, form and 

content, will be provided by the Pastor conducting the service.  Bulletins can be printed in house, but if 

requiring special paper/card stock, this will be provided by the couple, with enough advance time to be 

completed and not interrupt any other duties of the staff.  

 

Decorations 

 Our sanctuary is uniquely beautiful and requires little in terms of decoration.  For those who wish to 

decorate with more elaborate flair, please consult the Pastor, so that what is included does not im-

pede the flow of the service or detract from the event.  Furnishings may not be added, moved or re-

moved from the chancel without the permission of the Pastor.   

 No nails, tacks or screws are to be inserted into any part of the building or woodwork.  Only ap-

proved tape (gaffers) may be used.  Only stearic (non-dripping) candles may be used in the sanctu-

ary.  If supplied by the church, payment will be due prior to the day of the wedding.   

(Continued) 



Decorations (con’t) 

 Property, such as floral arrangements, decorative displays, etc. must be removed immediately fol-

lowing the ceremony.  Florists are expected to prepare arrangements outside the church premises 

and delivery time made known to the Pastor and church office.   

 Two seven-branch candelabras are available in addition to the two three-branch altar candlesticks.  

Brass acolyters are available for the ushers to light and extinguish the candles at beginning and end 

of service. 

 The Unity candle arrangement, colored sand, aisle runner paper roll, or other items used in the ser-

vice are to be obtained by the bridal party. 

 The families represented by the bride and groom are responsible for any damage and cleaning ex-

pense incurred by the failure to comply with these rules. 

 

Rehearsal 

All members of the wedding party taking any part in the service are expected to attend and be on time, 

including those providing music, taking part with a reading, etc.  The rehearsal typically lasts no more 

than one hour and should precede the dinner, if one is planned.  Rehearsals are generally scheduled the 

afternoon or evening before the wedding, in consultation with the Pastor.   

 

The Wedding 

If there are to be ushers to seat people as they arrive, they should be at the church and ready to begin 
seating guests 45 minutes before the wedding.  Other participants -– including the bridal couple, bridal 
party and parents – should be present and dressed 30 minutes before the service begins.   Dressing 
space with mirrors and restroom access is available at the church. 

 

Other Important Policies 

 Rice, birdseed, confetti, potpourri and bio-degradable candy may not be used.  Bubbles are permitted 

outside, weather permitting. 

 The church is not responsible for personal items left at the church. 

 Smoking is not permitted in any part of the church. 

 Alcoholic beverages may not be served or consumed on the church premises. 

 Absolutely, under no terms, will anyone who is under the influence of any intoxicant or illegal sub-

stance be permitted to participate in the wedding, most especially, the bride and/or groom. 



Fees and Receipt of Payment 

Wedding Fee  $800 

 Wedding fees include the use of the building and associated custodial services  
 Additional charges may be incurred for de cor or other added services. 
 

A deposit of $350 is required to reserve the date on the Church calendar and is to be made payable to 
Coraopolis United  Methodist Church.  The balance of $450 must be received in full 30 days prior to the 
wedding and the final payment of $450 should be made payable as follows: 
 
  $150 payable to  Director of Music, Bryan Sable 
  $100  payable to Pastor**, Rev. Dennis Lawton  
     (wedding planning, counseling sessions, rehearsal)  
  $100    payable to Pastor**, Rev. Dennis Lawton (honoraria) 
  $100 payable to Coraopolis United Methodist Church 

** If the wedding service/counseling is being conducted by another pastor and/or the music by another 

musician, please consult with those persons concerning these fees.   

 

Final Thought 

We firmly believe that the presence of God in our lives brings a quality of life that builds life and home 

on a firm foundation.  The kindness, helpfulness, and thoughtfulness that are part of God’s Spirit in us 

make us aware and sensitive to the needs and desires of each other. 

We pray that your marriage service will be a prelude of the deepening love and commitment of your life 

together.  It is but the first day of the rest of your lives together.  May God’s blessing and joy be yours. 

 

Church Staff Contact Information 

 

 Rev. Dennis Lawton — Pastor  Rev. Dean Ziegler — Pastor Emeritus
 412-264-3727     724-504-7355 
 revlawton@yahoo.ie     deandziegler@gmail.com  
 

 Bryan Sable — Director of Music  Ethel Lentsch — Office Administrator 
 304-639-1462      412-264-3727     
 bryan@coraopolisumc.org    office@coraopolisumc.org 
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