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Letter from the Pastor 

John 15:1-8 

“Liturgy helps us see the fingerprints of God in our own lives.” 
       —Tracy J. Cox 

 
Let me explain… recently, along with Melissa Fletcher and her extended Bible Study, we attended a 
Priscilla Shirer simulcast event at Mt. Olive Baptist Church.  It was wonderful and life giving — I was  
challenged in my thinking as to how the fingerprints of Almighty God, (Pricilla Shirer’s words) are able to 
be seen, and passed on by each generation. 
 

My first thought was to reach into our Wesleyan heritage and ponder on how Scripture, Reason,  
Tradition and Experience shape us and enable to pass the fingerprints of God on to the next generation 
and how God loves through his people.  There seems to be a general order and process to this thinking 
that will enable children and adults to live into being followers of Christ.   
 

Scripture —  To learn not only the words of the Bible, but what and who God is leading his people to be 
  through the stories and words.   
 

Reason —  Our thoughts and knowledge come together when we think about events that have  
  happened, are happening now, and will happen. 
 

Tradition —  Our tradition is amazing!  Tradition is ripe with emotions and relevance, but sometimes it 
  feels like the church is just going through the motions. 
 

Experience — In every experience of life, God is present whether we acknowledge it or not.  A shared  
  experience feeds God’s people and reminds us that God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is  
  present in our lives. 
 

But our Wesleyan heritage is far too general a process to establish the fingerprints of God in our lives 
and on to our children’s lives.  Enter the changing worship attendance patterns and the social support 
provided to local congregations — we need a more structured and orderly process.  The good news is, 
God’s people already have a structured and orderly process in place to teach the next generation how to 
see the fingerprints of God in their lives.  It’s called LITURGY!   
 

I know, big church word, old church world, a word that will never attract or connect with the younger 
generations.  Liturgy, it’s boring, and monotonous and eye rolling…but I say liturgy matters! Liturgy is  
defined loosely as “the work of the people," or public service — what God’s people do everyday.  But the 
2nd definition of liturgy has become for many the old church word and is defined as “a collection of  
formularies for public worship.” 

The collection of liturgy begins with the liturgical calendar that many 
traditional churches follow.  This calendar is a repetitive cycle of  
following how God made of us a people, redeemed us as a people, and 
how God prepares eternity for his people.  The seasons help every  
generation see the fingerprints of God in our everyday life.  
 

The Liturgical seasons each contain special days where our faith is  
defined.  Advent begins the liturgical cycle.  We remember the promise 
for the Savior that God has given to the people.  Christmas is when we 
remember that God is with us!  Epiphany is when we celebrate the  
Incarnation and the baptism of Christ — we also remember the arrival  

      Continued on Page 15     
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of the wise men  to worship the king.  Lent begins on Ash Wednesday — this is a season of repentance, 
fasting and preparing for Easter.  We all know Easter is when God’s people celebrate the resurrection of 
Christ and the defeat of death.  Last we have Pentecost, the birth of the church, the mandate to spread 
the Gospel to the entire world, and don’t forget, Jesus will be with you, even to the ends of the earth.   
There are Ordinary seasons placed in-between several named seasons that carry God’s people through 
from Sunday to Sunday in worship. 
 

Each season has a color that adorns the sanctuary that indicates to worshippers where we are.  Blue is 
used to remind us of hope and is used during Advent.  White and gold  are used at Christmas and Easter 
to symbolize joy and festivities.  Purple, representing both royalty and penitence, is traditionally used 
during Lent.  Red symbolizes the color of fire to represent the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost and 
times when the work of the Holy Spirit is emphasized. During Holy Week it represents the blood of 
Christ. Red is also used for ordinations, church anniversaries and civil observances such as Memorial Day 
and Thanksgiving.  Green represents growth and is used during Ordinary Time (the season after Epiphany 
and the season after Pentecost.) 
 

As a church in 2018, we often have encounters with congregations that dismiss the liturgy of the church, 
and millennials are taking notice: 
 

“Don’t give us entertainment, give us liturgy. We don’t want to be entertained in church, and frankly, 
the church’s attempt at entertainment is pathetic. Enough with the theatrics. Enough with the lights, 
the visuals, the booming audio, the fog machine, the giveaway gimmicks, the whole production.  
Follow that simple yet profound formula that’s worked for the entire history of the church. Entrance, 
proclamation, thanksgiving, sending out. Gathering, preaching, breaking bread, going forth in service. 
Give us a script to follow, give us songs to sing, give us the tradition of the church, give us  Holy  
Scripture to read. Give us sacraments, not life groups, to grow and strengthen us.  Week after week, 
season after season, year after year, let us participate in the drama of the gospel. It’s not supposed  to 
...produce intense emotional response. It’s a microcosmic, disciplined, anticipatory remembrance of 
who we were, who we are, and who we are to be. We need this. We need these heartfelt rituals in our 
lives to keep us returning to the fount of grace, to mark our way back home.”   

From:  Dear Church: An Open Letter From One of Those Millennials You Can’t Figure Out — J. Aigner 

Letter from the Pastor —Continued from page 2 

Programs, theater style worship, self-improvement message series, no hymnals and 
old hymns, no robed choirs, free form prayer… no purple, blue, red or white…no 
acknowledgement of Epiphany, Lent.  The fingerprints of God are missing, and our 
children are unable to grow deep and wide in their faith.   
 

All too often the next generation does not have consistent connection with liturgy 
and the church. The next generation becomes ill equipped to see God in  everyday 
life when liturgy is dismissed as a non-essential faith step.  The next generation’s 
foundation for faith can all too easily becomes a failed interpretation of  
what it means to be God’s people, and how we follow Christ. 
 

Without liturgy the church would become a shell of an institution that  
doesn’t acknowledge the fingerprints of God.  Without liturgy the  
church  will easily be distracted and run off course.   
 

But the good news is…liturgy matters.  God has made it so! 
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Trustees Report — Dennis Terry 

We’re still hoping to develop plans for a wheelchair lift to go from basement 
to first floor level (anyone with cash-creating skills, please give me a call), as 
well as maybe a monitor for the choir loft, so the choir can see the videos and 
other displays that the congregation sees projected on the front wall on Sun-
day mornings. Not that we’re looking for projects, but if anyone has ideas of 
things that need to be fixed or added to our church or church property, 
please contact me or Pastor Tracy or any of the Trustees, so we can try to 
make it happen. If any of the above projects sound like things you might be 
interested in helping to work on or to help finance, again contact us. We’re 
always looking for any help we can get, no matter how minor. 

Back in February, I reported that we were starting to remodel the kitchen in the par-
sonage, and that it is a great old building that takes a bit of upkeep to keep in shape. It 
turns out that is an understatement. The remodeling is going well, though more slowly 
that I would have guessed, and it is going to be  
beautiful, but we’ve added to the scope of the work as things progressed. We’ve re-
placed some old,  
unsightly light fixtures with new LED lights, put in a ceiling fan in the kitchen, replaced 
the vanity in the powder room off the kitchen, replaced the kitchen door and screen 
door, and are looking to paint the breakfast room to match the kitchen. Work we did-
n’t see coming, but will be required, is repairing the main shut-off valve for the water 
line coming into the house, which shouldn’t be all that hard, except that it involves 
coordinating with the water authority to shut off the water at the street while we dis-
assemble the valve, buy replacement parts and then put it all back together so the city 
can turn the water back on.  
 

Nothing is easy! 
 

Other upkeep for the parsonage involves exterior painting, especially around the first floor windows 
where paint is badly peeling, and on the soffit under the gutters above the second story, where we  
apparently have a leak of some sort which is causing a lot of paint peeling in a spot that is really hard to 
get to and is not suitable for volunteer laborers. We repaired the side door to the garage, and it now 
needs paint, too, as does the deck outside the kitchen door. Keeping a great old building great is an  
on-going job. 
 

Our plan to cut the curb by the street to improve handicapped access has run into problems in meeting 
the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. Due to the geometry of our property and the  
elevation of the street and the sidewalk, we’d have to remove and replace a massive length of sidewalk 
to keep the slope of the ramps legal. We’re going to a “Plan B”, involving a sidewalk going from the  
parking lot to the end of the new ramp at the front of the church. (Anyone who’s good at pouring  
concrete, please give me a call.) 
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May 27 10:00am Trinity Sunday Worship Service 

May 29 7:00pm Cornell Baccalaureate 

June 6 5:15pm Wednesday Night Dinner 

June 10 10:00am 
6:00pm 
6:45pm 

All Music Sunday 
Pot Luck Dinner 
Light Music Night 

July 1 11:15am Pot Luck Brunch after 10am worship service 

July 4 5:15pm Wednesday Night Dinner 
Outdoor Picnic at CUMC 

August 1 5:15pm Wednesday Night Dinner 

August 5 2:00pm Bassoonapalooza Concert 

August 12 10:00am Church Picnic at Rotary Pavilion in Moon Park 

August 18 6:00pm Reflections Concert Series 
Voces Solis — Summer Singers 

August 25 9am—4pm Choir Retreat, Raccoon State Park 

September 5 5:15pm Wednesday Night Dinner 

September 16 
September 17-19 

10:00am Ed Kilbourne Ministry 
Adult VBS 

Worship Schedule 
 

10:00 am — Worship Service 

11:15 am — Hour of Grace for Families 
      (no Hour of Grace June—August) 

Summer Schedule of Events 
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Camperships 
 

You can register for Jumonville Camps on their website 
www.jumonville.org 

 

You can register for Camp Allegheny on their website 
www.campallegheny.org 

 

You can register for Wesley Woods on their website  
www.wesleywoods.com 

Coraopolis UMC helps pay for your child’s camp fees through the generosity of the Lindsay Family Fund.  
Send us a copy of your child’s registration & fee and you’ll be reimbursed for 1/2 the cost. 

Church Picnic 

Saturday, August 12 
10:00am, Moon Park 

Rotary Pavilion 

Scrip Gift Cards 

Scrip Order Sundays — Benefits CUMC 

Order forms available on the table in the Great Room 
Give forms to Bonnie Swenson on Scrip Order Sundays 

Receive your cards the next week — a % comes back to CUMC 

Upcoming Order Sundays 

June 3, 17 — July 1, 15 — August 5, 19 
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Finance Committee Report 

E-Giving 

You may have heard our messages about Online Giving.   
New things can often seem overwhelming.  When something is working, we don’t like to change.   

But, everything we do here as a community is to help us serve God better,  
and Online Giving is no exception. 

 
 

Here are the benefits of Online Giving to you: 
 

 It’s easy to sign-up 
 

 Even when you’re traveling,  giving is available to you through our website or  
 through our E-Giving service so you can continue giving faithfully. 

 You have the ability to set up recurring giving – meaning, you set the amount 
you want to donate to a certain fund, and it’s automatic each month. 

 

 You can login to your giving account &track your donations for the year.   
 

 You can use this for your taxes and set pledge goals for yourself. 
 

We welcome you to begin Online Giving and are here to answer  
any questions.  Please contact Bonnie Swenson through the  
church office or send us an email if we can assist you in transitioning  
to a more consistent giving pattern. 

The Finance Committee wants to keep you informed on the “state of our 
finances”.  The leadership of CUMC is thankful to God for those who have 
pledged and are keeping up with their pledge commitment for 2018.  Yet, 
we do not seem to be doing as well as we did last year at this time.  Right 
now our income is not keeping pace with our expenses.   
 

So, we are asking everyone to make sure that your pledges are up-to-
date, and we are asking that those who are not consistent givers would 
consider becoming more consistent (especially through the summer 
months), and we are asking that those who have not given would start a 
new chapter in their faith journey and begin to give to the work of the 
kingdom of God here at CUMC.   
 

This is the sanctuary of God’s presence and we are part of this body of 
believers in Jesus Christ.  We are growing in faith together, we worship 
together, and we support this work together.  We can do this together! 
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New Sermon Series 

John 15:1-8 

 

The Search Committee for a director of Children and Youth Ministry 
met regularly this past month to put together a formal job description 
and begin collecting names of possible applicants. The committee  
discussed the desire for someone who has a vibrant personal faith,  
experience with children, entrepreneurial skills, is good at managing 
and training teams, and has the ability to connect and network with 
community organizations. Our hope is for someone to build a program 
that helps children and youth learn about the love of God, grow in their 
faith, recognize their gifts to serve, and feel connected and involved in 
the activities and mission of CUMC. 
 

Ads were placed on the Youth Specialties website, with United  
Methodist contacts, and with several seminaries. We would love to get 
as many applicants as possible and we need your help! If you know of 
someone who might be interested in serving as a 20-hour a week  
children/youth director at our church, please have them send a resume 
or contact the office for more information (office@coraopolisumc.org). 

Pastor Tracy and Pastor Dean are preaching on The 10 Commandments on most Sundays through  
August.  This is an opportunity to submit questions that you may have on the commandments and to 
hear sound and inspiring teachings.  Here’s the schedule. 

May 27 What’s In a Name? 

June 3 The Gift of Sabbath 

June 17 A Command With a Promise 

June 24 The Sacred Gift 

July 8 No Adultery 

July 22 No Free Lunch 

July 29 So Help Me God 

August 5 To Tell the Truth 

August 19 Looking Over the Fence 

August 26 Freedom’s Limits 
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It’s All About the Light — Rev. Dean Ziegler 
 

Pastor Dean has been asked to do a shorter version of his Weekend Photography Playshop here at the 
church for members and friends. And, it’s ON. 
 

Whether using a smart phone, a full size DSLR, or anything in between, if you want to learn how to take 
more appealing photos, this 10am - 4 pm ONE DAY photo workshop is for YOU. If your camera shoots in 
“AUTO” mode that’s the only setting you need to know unless you want to experiment. 
 

Date:   Saturday, July 28th 

 

Place:   Downstairs in the church lounge 
 

Cost:   $25 per person, including a light lunch 
 

What:   The same digital instruction presentations from Dean’s 48-hour workshop at  
  Olmsted Manor. (But no “field work” for picture-taking, or, participant’s slide show 
  as in the retreat.) 

 

And:   We will concentrate on COMPOSITION more than technical camera settings. How 
  do you capture that special something that drew your eye in the first place? How  
  do you frame it for  the greatest impact?  
 

Bonus:   Participants will be invited to practice their shooting techniques on their own for a 
  few weeks, then send Dean ten of their favorite shots for inclusion in a “reunion” 
  slide show later in September. Who knows – maybe we’ll have dessert! 

 
How:   Provide the following information to Pastor Dean or to the  church office if you  

  would like to join in. 
 

Name, Address, Phone, Email, kind of camera you will use. 
PLEASE ENROLL SOON to help Pastor Dean prepare well! 
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Quotes by Dr. David Watson 

Dr. David Watson is  
Academic Dean of United 
Theological Seminary.  He 

has a son with Downs  
Syndrome. 

Quotes by Dr. Watson are 
from an article by  

Courtney Lott in GOOD 
NEWS Magazine,  

March/ April 2018. 

John 15:1-8 

 

“I have no ambiguity about [my son’s] value as a human being.  
He is created a little lower than God, crowned with glory.  He 

bears the divine image.  He is fearfully and wonderfully made. 
And he is a baptized Christian.  I know who he is, and I know 

whose he is.  Much of the world does not.  Much of the world 
would suggest that it would be better had he never been born. 

But they are wrong.” 

“Human beings have achieved feats of genius in our attempts to 
dehumanize the other, to make ourselves more and others less, 

and most often with tragic and lethal consequences.   
History is rife with examples of how we make our tribe, our race, 

our people, our nation somehow more human  
than those unlike us.” 

Folk Theologian, song-writer and story-teller Ed Kilbourne brings a repeat performance of last summer’s 
amazing ADULT VBS crowd-pleaser, bringing ALL NEW material this year! 
 

The schedule:   Sunday, Sept. 16 - AM Preaching and afternoon concert 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Sept. 17-19 - daily “Adult VBS”  
 

Our ADULT VBS is open to ALL adults who are able to come, regardless of age. Each day’s program 
includes Ed’s signature Gospel and “today’s world” story-telling, plus music, table talk, frequent laughter 
and maybe a few tears along the way. (If you heard Ed’s stories and songs last year you know how  
moving his presentations are.) Each day ends with a delicious hot catered lunch. 

Ed Kilbourne Returns — Rev. Dean Ziegler 

Coming BACK! 

ED KILBOURNE 

Sept. 16-19, 
2018 

Pastor Dean wants a half-dozen  
motivated adults to help him  
prepare for the event. Call Pat at the 
office to place your name on the list 
for Dean to call or drop a note in the 
offering plate with your name  
and contact info.  
 

START  

     SPREADING  

          THE NEWS!!! 

11 

John 15:1-8 

 

Music Department — Bryan Sable 

Summertime, and the living is…easy??? What a wonderful year it has been for the Music Ministry of 
CUMC!  I would like to thank each of you for making me feel incredibly welcomed, and for all the kind 
words and support throughout the last year.  It was certainly a challenging year for me in dealing with my 
parent’s health and passing, and I can’t thank you enough for your prayers, support, and amazing food 
throughout the last year!  
 

I know that at this time last year, CUMC was in a place of fear, and worry for the music program.  I hope 
that those fears have been put to rest!  Together, the Chancel Choir, Bell Choir, Robert E. Harper Men’s 
Chorus, and the Mary Kay Kennedy Chorale have prepared hundreds of anthems and special music  
offerings, 2 Cantatas, and The Seven Last Words of Christ.  We are SO richly blessed to have such a strong 
core of singers and ringers in our congregation, and I cannot express how much gratitude I have for them! 
  

You may have noticed that our choir rehearsal space has been graced with a new (to us!) piano!  We were 
blessed to receive a donation of a gorgeous Young Chang baby grand piano, from Susan Murphy.  Susan 
and her husband are moving from Moon to their home in Chautauqua, NY, and they could not take their 
piano with them.  Along with the piano, Nedra and Vince Tucerri donated a beautiful new file cabinet to 
us!  Our choir space is now looking VERY nice!   
 

Looking forward, we will be performing our Spring Cantata “Singin’ In The Spirit” at Masonic Village of 
Sewickley on June 6th.  On June 10th, please join us for an evening of light entertainment and a pot luck 
dinner starting at 6 PM, as we celebrate “All Music Sunday.”  Worship that morning will be a musical feast, 
so you don’t want to miss!  
 

Keep your eyes open this summer, as we will definitely be getting to our long-overdue Pepperoni Roll 
FUNdraiser.  (April was just too busy to make it happen!)  We will have an organizational meeting early in 
June, and will get information for pre-orders to you soon! 

Please help us spread the word about Basoonapalooza.  We will  
welcome a bevy of bassoonists to our church on Sunday, August 5th  
at 2 pm.  On August 18th, we are thrilled to welcome back Voces Solis 
to our sanctuary, as they present the “Summer Singes.”  Summer  
Singers is the educational outreach program of Voces Solis, and we  
can expect to hear close to 50 voices fill our sanctuary with incredible 
music!   
 

Lastly, if you’ve been thinking about joining the choir, but, haven’t 
quite taken the plunge, I invite you to sing with us the last Sunday of 
every month throughout the summer.  There is a brief rehearsal at 
9:30, and it is a very laid-back and fun way to get involved in the music 
ministry!   
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Liberty’s Hero  (continued from page 9) 
 

 

the Gospel from their slaves,” Dilbert wrote. “Yet the confounding experience of Job, who heard God in the 
whirlwind, proved far too compelling to a young boy who had wrestled with the problem of evil. Nothing 
could keep Frederick from the Bible and from learning to read.” 
 

Remarkably, Douglass scoured the streets looking for passages of Scripture to piece together. “I have gath-
ered scattered pages from this holy book, from the filthy street gutters of Baltimore, and washed and dried 
them, that in the moments of my leisure, I might get a word or two of wisdom from them,” he wrote. 
 

Douglass would eventually write three best-selling autobiographies. “I was not more than thirteen years old, 
when I felt the need of God, as a father and protector,” he wrote in My Bondage and My Freedom. “My reli-
gious nature was awakened by the preaching of a white Methodist minister named Hanson. He thought that 
all men, great and small, bond and free, were sinners in the sight of God … and that they must repent of 
their sins, and be reconciled to God, through Christ.” 
 

Douglass was also befriended by Charles Johnson, a black lay preacher, who told him to pray. “I was, for 
weeks, a poor, brokenhearted mourner, traveling through the darkness and misery of doubts and fears.  
I finally found that change of heart which comes by ‘casting all one’s care’ upon God, and by having faith 
in Jesus Christ, as the Redeemer, Friend, and Savior of those who diligently seek Him.” 
 

Douglass testifies that seeking after God transformed his life. “After this, I saw the world in a new light. I 
seemed to live in a new world, surrounded by new objects, and to be animated by new hopes and desires,” 
he claimed. “I loved all mankind – slaveholders not excepted; though I abhorred slavery more than ever.  
My great concern was, now, to have the world converted.” 
 

Douglass spent the rest of his life battling for the rights of those left out and forgotten: women, Native 
Americans, and immigrants. He preached and published with the intensity of an Old Testament prophet and 
the grace of a nail-scarred savior. He had a lifelong “lover’s quarrel” with the Christian church in America 
that defended or looked the other way while men, women, and children were sold on auction blocks. The 
complicit preachers armed with a false gospel “have shamelessly given the sanction of religion and the Bible 
to the whole slave system,” Douglass said. 
 

The message and struggle of Old Testament prophets helped Douglass make sense of the prevailing 
worldview that devalued and degraded an entire race of people. He “aspired to speak to America as Isaiah 
and Christ once spoke,” observed Dilbeck, “with words of rebuke and warning, exhortation and  
encouragement, grace and liberty, hope and truth.” The voice of Christ and the prophets “provided a  
radical, contrarian vision of righteousness: to care for the marginalized, oppressed, widowed, and  
orphaned; to heal the brokenhearted; to set free the captives.” 
 

Douglass’s faith was his anchor of hope throughout his life. Preaching in a Methodist  
church in Washington D.C. near the end of his life, Douglass confessed that when  
he faced despair about the future of his race and nation, he reminded himself,  
“God reigns in eternity, and that whatever delays, whatever disappointments  
and discouragements may come, truth, justice, liberty, and humanity will  
ultimately prevail.” 

Steve Beard is the editor of GOOD NEWS magazine. 
Article is reprinted from GOOD NEWS, March/April 2018. 
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Dealing with Opposition by Talbot Davis 
 

I have had seasons where I’ve had somewhere I wanted to go, some things I wanted to do, and at every 
turn...someone or something stands in opposition. And the more of a solutionist you become, the more 
opposition you can expect. 
 

For some of you, it’s the guy at work. You have ideas, you work for progress, you value innovation and 
his priority is all about preservation and resistance. In face, you suspect he likes everything at work that 
is broken and burnt. Actually, that guy’s resistance is nothing new. When Robert Fulton invented the 
steamboat, a skeptic was on the dock calling out “It’ll never start! It’ll never start!” And then it did. So 
the hater edited: “It’ll never stop! It’ll never stop!” You’re just amazed that same guy has shown up at 
your workplace! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
For others of you, your opposition is closer to home. Way too close to home. It’s mom or dad. Or both. 
They have a knack of sabotaging and undermining. Even when you’re trying to get out of trouble and get 
into recovery, they don’t support that. Haters should be lovers. And then others, your Sanballat has to 
do with faith. It’s around here. You want to advance ministry, invite more people into a living relation-
ship with Jesus, and yet you meet resistance in various forms. In church, out of church, at work, at 
home, you have your Sanballats and I have mine. And they are such hassles. 
 

So what do you do with them? Is it like that great Irish prayer? 
 

 May those that love us, love us; and those that don’t love us, may God turn their hearts; 
 and if he doesn’t turn their hearts, may he turn their ankles so we’ll know them by their limping. 
 

Do you pray that? Or do you pack up and go home? Do you go fetal? Do you make plans to eliminate 
them? What do you do with your haters? Your oppositionists? 
 

In Nehemiah’s efforts to rebuild the wall and restore the city, the most interesting pattern emerges.  

Look at 2:18: 
 

 I also told them about the gracious hand of my God on me 
 and what the king had said to me. 
 

Now at 4:4:  
 

 Hear us, our God, for we are despised.  
 Turn their insults back on their own heads.  
 Give them over as plunder in a land of captivity. 
 

And then at 6:16: 
 

 When all our enemies heard about this,  
 all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost their  
 self-confidence, because they realized that this work  
 had been done with the help of our God. 
 

                Continued on page 8 
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Dealing with Opposition  
 

Continued from Page 7 
 

At every turn the opposition does NOT move Nehemiah to defend himself; it instead prompts him to de-
pend on God. The pattern here is not accidental!  
 

Opposition – Prayer. Opposition – Prayer. Opposition – Prayer.  
 

And why is that pattern so great? Because Nehemiah is supremely self-confident. He is accomplished. Tal-
ented. A tad bit cocky. His tendency would have been to trust in himself and his mad people skills. And 
God must have known how dangerous that would be. Nehemiah no doubt COULD HAVE gotten the wall 
built without divine assistance — and the result would have been Nehemiah’s Wall and not God’s. And 
God loves him way too much to allow that to happen. 
 

So he gives Nehemiah the gift of opposition! Yes! The haters are a gift! Not a hassle! An honor! His  
opponents and the others are an ongoing reminder:  
 

“This only works, it really only works, when you are desperate for my help and strength. I am allowing 
these people to tell you that you can’t so you will discover that I can. If I let you get away with doing this 
on your own . . . whew! I want you opposed because that opposition will bring you to your knees in  
desperate dependence on me. So . . . YOU’RE WELCOME for bringing opponents into your life!”  
 

That’s what happened. That’s why God engineered resistance in Nehemiah’s life. Not to distract him 
from the work! To focus him on the Lord! Here it is:  God gives opposition to grow desperation. 
 

Yes! All of you who have opposition, those of you who wrote down that Irish prayer so you will pray it  
verbatim!, all of you who have started hating your haters . . . those who oppose you are not a problem!  
 

They are a promise! They are a promise that God has something bigger and better and deeper he wants to 
do IN you before he ever does another thing THROUGH you! Your opponents are not your hassle; they are 
your honor. God gives opposition to grow desperation. 
 
Excerpted from Solve: Finding God's Solution in a World of Problems 

Talbot Davis is pastor of Good Shepherd United Methodist Church, a modern  
congregation in Charlotte, North Carolina. He and his wife have two grown children.  
Talbot is the author of "Head Scratchers: When the Words of Jesus Don't Make Sense," 
"The Storm Before the Calm," and "The Shadow of a Doubt,"  all from Abingdon Press. 

Summer Pot Luck Brunch 

 This summer we’re having just one Pot Luck Brunch  
immediately following our 10am worship service.   

Mark your calendars! 
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Liberty’s Hero by Steve Beard 
     

 

Frederick Douglass grew up under the perverse shackles of slavery on a plantation in  
Maryland 200 years ago.  He never knew the identity of his father, barely saw his mother,  
and witnessed unspeakable violence and bloodshed before he turned 10 years old.  He was 
proselytized under a warped version of Christianity that had a Bible in one hand and a  
bullwhip in the other.  It was  piety unrecognizable to the Prince of Peace. 

 

As one who escaped the bonds of slavery, Douglass (1818-1895) would become the most  
eloquent abolitionist orator and the most steadfast defender of liberty, equality, and justice.  

“Douglass spoke as a man born into bondage in America more than 40 years after the Declaration of  
Independence had proclaimed that all men were equal and endowed by God with liberty,” historian  
D.H. Dilbeck reports in Frederick Douglass: American Prophet, a new spiritual autobiography. 
 

At 8 years old, Douglass was sent to live with a Methodist family in Baltimore.  The wife, Sophia, was kind 
and devout and treated Frederick with the love that children deserve.  Bible reading, hymn singing, and 
prayers were commonplace.  One night, he heard Sophia reading the Old Testament story of Job aloud. The 
desolation of Job’s life was spelled out:  death, poverty, and relentless calamity.  “Naked came I out of my 
mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be 
the name of the Lord. In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.” 
 

“How could this be?” young Frederick asked himself.  Why are the righteous stricken with destruction while 
the evil count their fortune?  Where is God? Was this all part of a divine plan? When he should have been 
identifying with Sunday school story such as young David slaying the belligerent bully Goliath, instead he 
connected with the stark horror story of a man whose entire family is decimated. 
 

When asked about their captivity, some fellow slaves repeated the slaveholder’s propaganda that God 
made white people to be masters and black people to be slaves. Others told him that it was God’s  
predestined plan for the planet.  Douglass rejected these false precepts.  “It was not color, but crime, not 
God, but man, that afforded the true explanation of the existence of slavery,” Douglass concluded. Judging 
from the biblical messages of the prophets and the King of Kings, it was greed and spiteful hearts of humans 
that stole liberty and equality from those who were born free.  
 

Wanting to learn more about Job, Frederick asked Sophia to teach him to read. He soon mastered the alpha-
bet and began to spell. Sophia was overjoyed – until she announced the progress to her husband.  
Horrified, he demanded that the lessons end immediately. “Learning would spoil the best n***er in the 
world,” he said, because slaves who knew how to read – especially the Bible – became “disconsolate and 
unhappy.” One can only imagine the fear that would run through a slaveholder’s blood as those kept in 
chains read about Moses telling Pharaoh, “Let my people go!” Sophia promptly ended the lessons. 
 

Douglass recalled her transformation as proof that “slavery can change a saint into  
a sinner, and an angel into a demon.” At the same time that young Fredrick’s heart  
was searching for a relationship with God, he witnessed firsthand the way that the  
prevailing slaveholding culture blinded the churchgoers to biblical justice and the  
gospel of love. 
 

Hidden away at night, Frederick taught himself to read using old copies of  
Webster’s spelling book and Methodist hymnals. The saga of Job launched  
Douglass into mastering the language – the written words that held power  
to unchain the heart – that could literally help free men, women, and  
children. “Devout masters did all they could to keep the sacred truth of  

                       Continued on page 10 

Frederick 
Douglass 


