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Letter from the Pastor — Dennis Lawton 

The sound of the train whistle resounds up and down the 
valley as it approaches Coraopolis, reaching a crescendo as  
it makes its way through town.  It leaves in my mind a stray 
thought as I consider my role here in these early months.   
I am attempting to make my start in ministry among the  
congregation.  I am wanting to get to know people and have 
folks get to know me.  I want to find my way around and get 
to know the patterns of life here for the first time – but 
church life and ministry have been going on for a long time 
here – it’s like trying to board the train while it’s barreling 
through town, whistle blowing and gate lights flashing.   
 

It cannot be helped; this is the way of life for all those who move from old places to new.  Little fish in 
the bigger pond.  As I said on my first Sunday, the journey of faith begins in the middle – you meet me 
in the middle of my journey and I meet you in the middle of yours.  And there are many other people, 
some we know and some we soon will, who are not yet a part of our community but are also in the 
middle of something.  Maybe that something is good, maybe not so good, but we trust and believe it 
gets better when Jesus is a part of the journey.   
 

This is a very musical congregation, so let me offer a thought in keeping with that theme.  I find myself 
listening to the ‘symphony’ before me.  I’m new to this ‘choir’ of voices, so I’m taking my time to get a 
sense of the ‘rhythms’ and ‘tempo’ of the things.  Many gifted leaders are ‘instrumental’ in guiding 
this congregation toward the ‘melody’ pleasing to the ‘conductor’, our God who offers ‘harmony’ in a 
discordant world.  
 

The six family gatherings were invaluable for getting a sense of who you are and what your hopes are 
for the days which lie ahead.  It was also a time for folks to ask about us and to gain a sense of where 
we are coming from.  I would hope for that sharing and community to continue all our days here.   
 

A few things I should share, from the beginning… 
 

First, as your new pastor, I’m probably not going to tell you something you haven’t already heard.  
The wisdom literature of the Old Testament reminds us that there is nothing new under the sun.   
And a District Superintendent once told us that there was no silver-bullet congregational plan being 
prepared by the conference that would make all our problems go away.  Despite that thought, God’s 
creation is diverse and the opportunities to follow Jesus are ever present, and his mercies can be 
found new every morning.  I’m sure we can find a way to do ministry or to be disciples, following well-
worn paths, that still provide a fresh experience of God, that will enable us to Love, to Grow and to 
Serve those around us.  The train follows the same track, yet it continues to serve its purpose from its 
earliest days until now.  Look for God in both the old and the new. 
 

Secondly, I believe in small goals that add together to become greater achievements.  Little bit by little 
bit, we pray, we hope for, we plan for, we anticipate, we gather support for, we set dates for  
          Continued on Page 4 
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Worship Schedule 

10:00 am — Worship Service 

11:15 am — Hour of Grace Sunday School for Families 
           Resumes September 8th 

September 4 5:00pm Wednesday Night Community Dinner 

October 2 5:00pm Wednesday Night Community Dinner 

October 12 6:00pm Travelogue on Costa Rica  

October 13 10:00am Make Music Matter during Sunday Worship 
with Lisa Rae Vaughan Music Studio Students 

October 15 7:00pm Coraopolis UMC Charge Conference 

October 19 7:00pm Blessing the Badges of First Responders 

October 25/26  Bible Museum Trip to Washington DC 

November 3 10:00am All Saints Sunday 

November 6 5:00pm Wednesday Night Community Dinner 

November 28 Noon—4pm Thanksgiving Day Community Dinner 

December 1 10:00am 1st Sunday of Advent 

December 4 5:00pm Wednesday Night Community Dinner 

December 7 10am—1pm Cookie Walk at Coraopolis VFW 

December 8 10:00am 2nd Sunday of Advent 

December 15 10:00am 3rd Sunday of Advent 

December 22 10:00am 
11:15am 

4th Sunday of Advent — Cantata Sunday 
Staff/Pastor sponsored Christmas Brunch 

Fall Schedule of Events 
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Letter from the Pastor — Dennis Lawton 

Continued from Page 2 
and we lay aside provision for the eventual breakthrough.  And after celebrating the victories we  
experience, we get up the next day and we begin the process all over again, knowing that it is so 
often true that the little things make the big things happen.  We do not despise small beginnings 
knowing that from little things, great things often arise.  That, and also that what little we do solo 
becomes so much more when multiplied by the many who are part of our family of faith.  Keep push-
ing the ball toward the goal.  Doreen and I walked to the letterbox on 4th Ave, counting the railcars 
being pulled by three locomotives… 123.  Mile by mile, the path they take moves them  
toward their goal. 
 

When entering the arena of life.  How far will we go?  How greatly will our church succeed?  How 
much can others depend upon us?  How much of an impact will we make?  The one with gift and  
ability, but lacking availability, will disappoint.  Another of humble 
means but possessing determination, will be an instrument in 
God’s hands down through many years.  Sometimes our task for 
today is to strive.  Sometimes our task is to be still and know that 
God is God.  But in all things, let God be at the center.  And as 
surely as we hear the whistle and know the train is coming, may 
this community continue to expect that in and through us, God’s 
love can be found.   
 
Love, Grow and Serve! 

Wednesday Night Community Dinner 

Our monthly Wednesday Night Community Dinners have been very  
successful with between 50 and 75 attendees.  We have some  
wonderful and faithful congregants committed to setting-up and  
cleaning-up on the first Wednesday of each month.  We are so  
grateful for all their help. 
 

Current Need — Anyone who would like to help with food  
preparations the day before our dinner, please contact the church 
office at 412-264-3727.  Rather than catering, we’ve been preparing  
the food ourselves for the most part, but we could use some  
assistance.  Let us know if you can help. 
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Hour of Grace Beginning in September — Dennis Lawton 

 

 

 

Beginning Sunday, September 8th at 11:15am 
 

We are not far away from the beginning of September and with it the 
restart of our ‘Hour of Grace’ Sunday School for Families.. Following 
worship Pastor Dennis will be using the study show here.  It is a six-
week study that will bring us through the first week of October. 
 

All are welcome.  Invite your friends and family, your neighbor  
mowing his lawn or that woman in front of you at the checkout… 
Each week of the study includes a portion of DVD material featuring 
Adam Hamilton, passages of scripture for study and engaging ques-
tions that we hope will enable us see this document we have known 
so long with a fresh perspective. 

Adam Hamilton is the senior pastor of the 22,000-member United Methodist Church of the 
Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas. It is the largest United Methodist congregation in the 
United States, measured by both weekend attendance and membership. Average weekly 
attendance for all campuses was over 13,000 people for 2019. The congregation has  
expanded to several sites in the Kansas City area, including an online congregation. Rev. 
Hamilton has received numerous awards, including two honorary doctorates, the B'nai 
B'rith award in Social Ethics, the Denman Award in Evangelism, and the Circuit Rider 
Award for excellence in church leadership.           --from Wikipedia 

https://www.creativefabrica.com/product/believe-christmas-svg/ 

Scrip Program 

SCRIP cards are “gift” cards from retailers of all varieties which can be used not  
only as gifts, but also for your everyday expenses.  CUMC earns a percentage 
from the sale of  the cards – anywhere from 2.5% to as much as 13% or more!   
It is a win-win way to help our church through spending that is going to happen  
anyway!  Order forms on the table outside the church office can be turned in 
with a check or cash to SCRIP coordinator Bonnie Swenson or dropped off at the 
office.  Orders are accepted every 1st and 3rd Sunday with the SCRIP cards  
arriving by the next Sunday for distribution.   
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What is Workism? — Jill M. Johnson 

A new word — a new challenge 
The English language is ever evolving, and you can now add a new word to your lexicon: workism. In  
a February 2019 article for The Atlantic, writer Derek Thompson coined this term to describe a rising 
trend in our culture. In Thompson’s analysis, the primary purpose of work has shifted from a focus on 
material production, as it had been in the early 20th century, and has become a means of identity  
production. According to Thompson, economists 100 years ago failed to predict work transforming  
“into a kind of religion, promising identity, transcendence and community.” 
 

We’re all familiar with the idea of a workaholic, someone who works compulsively or is even addicted to 
work. Thompson uses this idea as a building block for his concept, defining workism as “the belief that 
work is not only necessary to economic production, but also the centerpiece of one’s identity and life’s 
purpose; and the belief that any policy to promote human welfare must always encourage more work.” 
 

Though Thompson never directly mentions specific faith practices, the article frames workism as a type 
of religion in competition with traditional religious belief systems. The author claims that everyone  
worships something, whether it’s beauty, politics or children, and goes on to warn that “workism is 
among the most potent of the new religions competing for congregants.” 
 

American productivity 
Set in a fictional area of England in the time period from 1912 to 1926, the...television series Downton 
Abbey showcased the lives of the aristocratic Crawley family and their domestic servants. As wealthy 
landowners, the Crawleys always had plenty of free time for walking in the garden, gathering in the  
parlor for conversation, hosting parties or going on vacations. While the Crawley family itself is fictional, 
the show does depict a realistic period in history when the wealthy worked little, especially when com-
pared to those in lower classes. Rich Americans living in the same era also had an abundance of leisure 
time to entertain and be entertained. For years, that was the American dream: work less, play more. 
 

Yet the trend in our modern world defies this dream, according to 
Thompson. Americans now work more hours than citizens of other 
countries with similar productivity, such as Germany and the  
Netherlands. Americans also take shorter vacations and enjoy  
fewer retirement benefits. In 1980, the highest-earning men 
worked less than middle- and low-income men. By 2005, that 
trend had shifted dramatically, with the richest 10 percent of  
married men having the longest average workweek.  “Today, it is 
fair to say that elite American men have transformed themselves 
into the world’s premier workaholics,” writes Thompson, “toiling  
longer hours than both poorer men in the U.S. and rich men in 
similarly rich countries.” 
 

Why are we working more, not less? In some cases, it’s because of the expectations and demands of  
Continued on Page 7   

Bigstock/ismagilov 
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What is Workism? — Jill M. Johnson 

Continued from Page 6 
employers. Yet according to recent research, for many men and women, long hours are a choice. 
Thompson argues that one reason many make this choice is that work has become so intimately  
connected to emotional and spiritual fulfillment...“it’s where they feel most themselves,” writes  
Thompson. Work is their home; work is their play. My son, who works in the financial advising industry, 
confirmed this notion and told me that when he gets home from a long day at the office, he often 
chooses to read a work-related book because it gives him enjoyment… 
 

Christ alone? 
It’s hard to read Scripture without coming to the conclusion that being a follower of Christ means leav-
ing behind worldly desires. Jesus said the greatest commandment is to “love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your being, and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37). In Galatians 2:20, Paul writes, 
“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.” How do we balance com-
plete devotion to Christ with the requirements of our work lives? This question is even trickier if work is 
our source of joy and fulfillment and plays an important part of our identity. 
 

It’s common knowledge that many Americans would rather work, hike, catch up on household chores  
or do a number of other things besides worshipping with a faith community on the weekend. The  
competition is fierce. It forces us to ask, Why are so many people no longer thirsty for what the church 
offers? Whether conscious or not, everyone seeks meaning and connection. As those who share the 
good news of God’s grace and everlasting love, we must continue to offer Christ as a foundation, even in 
a world obsessed with workism and other sources of identity and meaning. 
 

What Thompson misses in his comparison between workism and religion is that true religion is about 
surrendering our false identities to God and letting God transform us into new beings, into our true 
selves. While workism can provide a temporary substitute for divine connection, it will fail us at some 
point. Ask anyone who has been laid off, fired, retired, or become disabled. One’s identity can take a 
huge hit when the work is no longer there. Yet when we fall in love with Jesus, everything else aligns 
behind that love. Consider the words to the hymn “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross,” written by 
Isaac Watts in 1707:    
    Were the whole realm of nature mine,  
    that were an offering far too small;  
    love so amazing, so divine,  
    demands my soul, my life, my all.  

Reprinted from Ministry Matters, July 3, 2019 

Jill M. Johnson is a freelance writer and communications professional living in Austin, Texas. 
Over the past 25 years she has worked in nonprofit, legislative and faith-based arenas and has 
worked as a healthcare and education advocate. Jill loves to combine her working knowledge 
of public policy issues and current events with her inclination toward viewing all of life through 
a spiritual lens. She believes our faith doesn’t just intersect culture; it nudges its way into 
our line of vision until God’s presence permeates all we see. Jill has written for Cokesbury,  
Abingdon Press, United Methodist   
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Music Department — Bryan Sable 

As fast as summer has come and gone, here we are, back in the thick of the Program Year!   What a 
joy it is to come into His presence with singing, and to make a joyful noise unto the Lord! 
 

This summer has been a wonderful display of the musical talent that resides within the walls of 
CUMC!   We have had a host of incredible musical offerings provided by Megan, Kristin, and Doug  
Ogden; Sam Corcoran and his daughter Lauren Emrich; a fabulous cellist, Katya Janpoladyan; and our 
Chancel Choir and Robert E. Harper Men’s Chorus rounded out the weeks in between!  On Sunday, 
September 1, we will be joined by Katy and Rich Williams. What an amazing finale to our Summer 
Worship Experience! 
 

This Fall, we will be having our Pepperoni Roll FUNdraiser the week of October 19th.  We will NOT be 
doing advanced orders this time around, because we will be doing Cash and Carry at the Fall Festival 
sponsored by Emma Jean’s on Saturday the 19th from 10 am - 2 pm.  We will once again offer our 
Classic Rolls along with Buffalo Chicken Rolls. 
 

Speaking of October 19th, join us for our Annual Blessing of the Badges Service.  Our service begins  
at 7 PM, and each first responder that attends our service will be given a pepperoni roll in thanks for 
their service.  
 

Our Chancel Choir met on Saturday, August 24th for our choir retreat.  We sight-read through 20 
brand new anthems, several older anthems from our library, and even got through more than half of 
our Christmas Cantata, “Once Upon A Night.”  We started the morning with an amazing breakfast, 
surrounded by the warm crackle of a fire (during the Dog Days of Summer, nonetheless!), we sang for 
a few hours, and broke for lunch.  A beautiful walk after lunch, followed by devotional time led by  
Pastor Dean rounded out the afternoon before we sang through the rest of the afternoon. Even if you 
missed our retreat, there’s still time for you to join us!  We meet every Wednesday from 7:30-9:00, 
and you will not find a more welcoming and FUN group of people to spend your time with! 
 

We still have a few spots open for our fabulous bell choir.  No prior experience is necessary, but,  
reading some basic rhythmic notation does help!  If you are interested in ringing (or in any of the  
other activities of the church music program!), email bryan@coraopolisumc.org.   
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An Old Dog Looks Back — Frank Decker 

 
I’ve been telling friends that in a matter of months I plan to “reboot,”  
not retire...I want to share about something that I wish I had more fully  
understood when I entered the ministry almost 40 years ago and full time 
cross-cultural involvement in 60 countries.  Simply put, I wish I’d had a  
greater appreciation for Jesus’ central focus on the kingdom of God and its 
many implications. 
 

There are a few places in the Gospels where Jesus explicitly stated why he 
came.  One of those is in Luke 4:43, “I must proclaim the kingdom of 
God...for I was sent for this purpose.”  Jesus told 14 specific parables on the 
kingdom of God.  The kingdom is like a man who casts seed on the ground; 

like a mustard seed; like yeast; like treasure that is hidden; like a big net; like a merchant seeking  
beautiful pearls; like a landowner who hired laborers; like treasure that is hidden. 
 

Jesus often taught about the kingdom, but curiously absent from his teachings is anything about 
starting a new religion.  When he spoke about “my church” he was simply referring to his followers.  
The institutional element came much later. 
 

Christianity seems to have lost touch with Christ’s singular emphasis on the kingdom of God in the 
wake, ironically, of perpetuating itself.  People looking in from the outside see the message of Jesus 
framed within a single religion which, inevitably, is in competition with other religions.  Issues of  
exclusivity, who is a member and who is not, become a focal point. 
 

A friend of mine recently spoke to a gathering of evangelical ministers.  His theme was how Jesus  
focused on matters of the heart more than outward religious rites of passage (such as baptism and 
church membership).  One attendee responded by asking, “But how can we know who is ‘in’ and  
who is ‘out?’”  My colleague’s response was, “it doesn’t matter.”  Let the wheat and the weeds grow 
together, Jesus said…. 
 

...None of Jesus’ disciples, nor any of his followers are referred to as “Christians” in the Gospels.  Over 
the course of the history of our faith, “become a Christian” has replaced “repent, believe, and follow 
Jesus” as the core of the gospel message.  We need to rethink that. 
 

By emphasizing conversion to Christianity narrative rather than a life-in-the-kingdom narrative, the  
gospel message can come across to others as predictable and shallow.  A ministry colleague serving in 
Central America told me, “We don’t need any more American work teams coming down here to do 
street theater or puppet shows and give altar calls.  Most non-believers here can lip-sync a gospel  
invitation.  What is needed are Christians who will demonstrate their faith by living among us and  
doing acts of kindness. 
           Continued on page 10 
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Continued from page 9 
I marvel at how I moved through my 20s and 30s with a rather deficient understanding of the centrality 
of the kingdom of God, when it is so evident in Jesus’ teachings.  Maybe I’m a slow learner, or perhaps my 
education prepared me for life in the church more than life in the kingdom.  But any regret of not having 
learned something sooner in life is countered by a deep gratitude that transformation is a gift from 
above, and that gift prevents us from remaining the same person that we used to be.   
 
After all, I want to look back on my life as having spent my energy navigating a flowing river rather than 
simply managing to stay afloat on a stagnant pond. 

Reprinted from Good News, July/August 2019 Issue 
 

An Old Dog Looks Back — Frank Decker 

Frank Decker is vice president for training and formation at TMS Global (www.TMS-
Global.org). Frank’s ministry invests in our people through enabling them to be  
prepared to fulfill their response to the Great Commission. When asked to describe 
his ministry, Frank often responds, “I help ordinary people do extraordinary things in 
unusual places.” He began work with TMS Global in 1986, serving with his wife, Vicki, 
as a missionary to Ghana until 1994. Upon returning to the United States, Frank 
joined the home office staff of TMS Global where he established the training program, 
which he currently directs.    

Blessing the Badges of First Responders 

On Wednesday, October 24, 2018 at 7:00 PM we had a  
special service supporting our First Responders. This  
service was an opportunity for local Police, Fire, and EMS 
Technicians, to have their badges blessed, and to ask God's 
blessing for those who risk their lives to serve others. 
 

Those who attended were touched by their acceptance and 
understanding of our faith community here at Coraopolis 
UMC. 
 

Our 2nd annual Blessing the Badges service will be on 
Saturday, October 19th, at 7pm.  Come out and show your 
support for our first responders and their families.   
 

There’s a wonderful reception after the service with all kinds 
of savory and sweet treats to share and time to talk with 
police, fire, and EMS folks. 
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In case you missed it, the new security system was installed and made operational back on July 8. If you 
used to have a key that got you in the side parking lot door, you’ll notice that it no longer works. You 
need an electronic key fob or you can’t get in outside of office hours. During office hours, you can push  
a button next to the video camera (to the right side of the doors), so the secretary can release the door 
to let you in. Most of us aren't affected by the change, but it’s a big improvement in terms of building 
security. 
 

In my last report, I mentioned that we were working on the reliability of the wireless microphones. We 
thought we would need a signal amplifier and additional auxiliary antennas. As it turned out, relocating 
the antennas for the wireless receivers solved the problem without the need for the relatively expensive 
amplifier. Our thanks go out to Hollowood Music for solving the problem. 
 

Having the parsonage occupied again forced us to have a spring  
clean-up day for the parsonage interior and garage. We had a lot of  
volunteers help as we did a final cleaning of the kitchen and basement, 
and installed about six window air conditioning units. During that same 
day, we also performed some needed electrical repairs on the Ridge 
Avenue sign in front of the church. Since then, we also replaced some  
circuit breakers for the parsonage clothes drier, repaired the dehumidi-
fier in the basement, and cleaned the clogged gutters over the front 
porch. 
 

Other minor projects included cleaning out the drain lines for the  
window wells in the front of the church (this also fixed some drainage 
problems in the kitchen), a new, relocated router for Wi-Fi in the dining 
hall, fluorescent light repairs, and cleaning and organizing the boiler 
room and the ground floor storage room. 
 

As I mentioned in my last report, if you have a skill or an interest in 
keeping things working, we’re always looking for more help, either  
as a member of the trustees, or just as a helper during trustee work 
days. Just talk to me or Pastor Dennis or any of the trustees. Or just 
send a big or small check to the Building Fund.  
 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Trustees Report — Dennis Terry 
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Fall Travelogues — Dean Ziegler 

It’s “C-Nation” time! This fall our Choir-sponsored Travelogues will feature photos and fun stories 
from Costa Rica and Croatia. 
 

The first is Saturday, October 12th beginning with a potluck supper at 6pm 
and the program at 6:45pm. Dean and Linda Ziegler will present a wide variety 
of images from Costa Rica in their one-hour program, from exotic birds and 
animals to mountains and beaches, family, school and home visits, entrepre-
neurial projects and incomparable landscapes. 
 

The second is Saturday, November 16th at 6/6:45pm for dinner/program. This 
travelogue takes us to Europe and the country of Croatia as narrated by Dennis 
and Carol Terry. Croatia lies across the Adriatic Sea from Italy and is bounded 
on the north by Slovenia, on the south by Bosnia and Herzegovina and on the 
east by Serbia and Hungary. This coastal nation is full of old European charm 
and natural beauty. 
 

Travelogues are free, though donations are always gratefully received for the church music program. 
Invite friends and family to join you! 

Add some COLOR to Your Home!  Landscape Canvas and Print Sale 

Here’s an opportunity to buy custom prints and canvasses compliments 
of Pastor Dean Ziegler, while benefitting the church as well. Dean has a 
number of landscape and macro-photography images in his “unsold 
stock” closet and is offering them for sale at his cost (rounded up to even 
dollars). Pastor Dean will also “tithe” 10% of payments he receives to the 
CUMC Music Program. The photos include canvas gallery wraps in a  
variety of sizes, double-matted prints, single-matted prints, backboard-
mounted prints (you provide mat/frame) and raw prints with no backing.  
 

Pastor Dean’s photos will be available at the Zieglers’ October 12  
Travelogue and for a time following the event. 
 

(For modestly higher cost, prints 
and canvas wraps may also be  
ordered for later delivery if you  
see something you like but want a 
different size or medium.) 

Just a small 
sample of 
what will be 
available 
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Coraopolis United Methodist Church 

1205 Ridge Avenue 

Coraopolis, PA 15108 

Circuit Rider 
Fall Edition 

Since 1849 

CORAOPOLIS UMC 

1205 Ridge Avenue 
Coraopolis, PA 15108 

 

Phone 
412– 264-3727 

 

Fax 
412-264-4787 

 

E-Mail 
office@coraopolisumc.com 

 

Visit Us on the Web 
www.coraopolisumc.com 

Photo by Rev. Dean Ziegler 


