Pastor’s Letter
“The human mind may devise many plans,
but it is the purpose of the Lord that will be established.”

Fall Circuit Rider

CORAOPOLIS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Proverbs 21:19

It is good to know that we can rest in the assurance of God’s faithfulness. What
comfort we gain in knowing that God is good and God is faithful and desires the
best for all people. What a relief to live in the reality that God’s plans will come
to fruition, no matter what we humans plan. The past few months have proven
that God is beside us, behind us, before us and for us –- no matter what we plan.
In these past few weeks I have felt God’s grace move in my life through this place
called Coraopolis United Methodist Church, and all those who call this place
home. You have enabled me to face the coming days with confidence. Your
emails, texts, cards and letters, and of course your honest conversations have
revealed to me that God is indeed with us and God is good all the time. Your
encouragement has helped me face tomorrow knowing that I am safely in God’s
hands.
But I cannot face tomorrow without thanking you for all you have given to me.
Thank you –
You welcomed me and my family so very graciously to this place. You loved my
girls even before you met them –- and then after you met them, you loved them
even more! You will always be in their heart.
You nurtured my children through music, fellowship, study and laughter. This
means more to me as a mom than anything you could have done.
You encouraged Greg to fulfill his call as your Director of Connectional
Ministries, and now as a co-pastor of Ingomar United Methodist Church.
You affirmed my preaching, even when I struggled. Questions, criticisms,
conversation continue to prepare me for the future.
You provided an incredible worship environment –- with each season the church
was adorned with new beauty and symbolism. You have been open to trying a
new way of doing things, (projector in worship, new sound system, lighting
Advent candles, Christmas tree, communion, Lenten Movie Night, etc…) while
maintaining the sacred of traditions we hold dear.
The attention to detail to maintain the beauty and sacredness of this building.
We have made improvements in the kitchen, repurposed the “parlor" the
pastor’s office and Children’s Corner (nursery). A Finance office has been
created with easy access to a deposit box. We have moved to a cleaning service
and are finding new ways to secure the building.
Major innovations to the parsonage have taken place. One of the most beautiful
parsonages in the annual conference is prepared for a new pastor.
And the music — where do I even start? The choir, how amazing is the choir?
When we sing and play from our hearts, God is indeed glorified! God brought
Bryan Sable to us — enough said.
Continued on page5
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Worship Schedule
10:00 am — Worship Service
11:15 am — Hour of Grace Sunday School for Families
Resumes October 7

Fall Schedule of Events
September 5

5:15—6:45pm

Wednesday Night Dinner — Italian Night

6:30pm

Choir Rehearsal Resumes

September 16

10:00am

Ed Kilbourne Ministry

September 16

5:00pm

Ed Kilbourne Concert with Refreshments

September 17-19

10:00am — noon Adult VBS with Lunch

September 23

11:15am

Farewell Brunch for Pastor Tracy

October 3

5:15—6:45pm

October 7

Noon

October 24

7:00pm

Blessing of the Badges for 1st Responders

November 4

10:00am

All Saints Sunday

November 7

5:15—6:45pm

Wednesday Night Dinner

November 22

Noon — 4pm

Community Thanksgiving Dinner

December 2

10:00am

December 5

5:15—6:45pm

Wednesday Night Dinner
Blessing of the Pets

First Sunday of Advent
Wednesday Night Dinner

Stay Connected
Church website: coraopolisumc.org
Church Facebook page: www.facebook.com/groups/coraumc
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Trustees Report — Dennis Terry
In my last report, I said we were working on the parsonage, and that things were going
well, but slowly. I’m happy to report that the parsonage interior work is essentially
complete, with only a little trim painting to go. It does look good; as well as I had hoped.
We’ll try to get a carpet cleaning service to come in sometime in September to wrap up the
work. We are waiting for the roofing repair company to come in September or October to
work on replacing missing slate from the church roof, and also to repair the box gutters and
damaged tiles on the parsonage. This work takes special skills and equipment, and has a
lead time measured in months between asking for service and having a crew come out and
do the actual work.
Our current plans for the sidewalk leading from the parking lot to the handicapped access
ramp is to try to have the contract awarded and the work done during the month of
September. We hope you all like this improvement in access to the sanctuary.
Speaking of access, we have decided that it’s necessary to have the church doors locked
essentially all the time, except for Sunday mornings. It’s an unfortunate fact of life in these
times that there are people who will take advantage of an unlocked building, even a
church, and will enter and take anything they may perceive as a thing of value, to pawn for
money for purposes that would never occur to me. As a result, we’re planning on buying
a security camera to mount over the parking lot entrance, to let the office and others in
the building see who’s waiting at the door, so that they can be let in. In addition, we’re
planning to install a remote lock release system, allowing whoever is monitoring the
entrance camera to unlock the parking lot door without having to walk all the way to the
door, which in the case of Meals On Wheels, is multiple times a morning, and for Lisa Rae
Music, is many times a day. If you know who makes or sells these lock release systems,
talk to a trustee, as we just getting started on investigating our options for this project.
Another project that we’re about to get started is to repair and re-tile the floor in the
church kitchen. Back when the church was designed, I don’t think anyone planned on the
kitchen being used 5 days a week by Meals On Wheels, or that there would be multiple
refrigeration units, (large ones), continually operating, since refrigerators hadn’t yet been
invented. The good news is that Meals On Wheels has applied for and received grant
money that will cover most of the cost of this work, so the cost to the church will not be
too painful.
As always, there are opportunities for
volunteers to help paint, move dirt,
trim shrubs, or a number of other jobs
that need to be done to maintain or
upgrade our buildings and property.
If you’d like to help, or to point out
something that needs attention, just
talk to a trustee, or Pastor Tracy, or
Pat, or somebody. Or put an envelope
full of money in the slot in the
Finance Office door, and we’ll put it to
good use.
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Ed Kilbourne Adult VBS — Rev. Dean Ziegler

Singer, Storyteller, Folk Theologian
APPLAUSE, OVATION, PRAISE - ENCORE!
Renowned and widely traveled song-writer, story-teller and down-home Bible teacher
Ed Kilbourne (“The Grateful Ed”) RETURNS to CUMC to preach on Sunday morning,
September 16th, followed by an all-church/community concert at 5pm that afternoon.
Last year’s visit was so well-received we just had to bring him back!
Ed’s Sunday sermon this year is titled "Broken Things," using John 8:1-11 as a text. He will
also provide our children's message that day. During the Adult VBS sessions that follow
each morning at 10:00, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, Ed’s theme will be, "Where
Have You Been All Your Life?" For three days, Ed will unpack the Luke 15 story of The
Prodigal Sons (Yes, PLURAL) to explore and illuminate issues and options faced as we
make our way through the second half of life.
Last year the target audience was “Senior adults” but this year there is NO AGEDISTINCTION for our weekday morning sessions, other than being an ADULT. (The
timelessness of Ed’s presentations is such that he uses the same stories and teaching at
Youth and Confirmation retreats that he uses for adults in all ages and stages of life!) So if
you have, or can get, mornings off, PLEASE COME!
Also, please do honor our guest leader, and our Lord who commanded us to witness to all
people everywhere, by INVITING friends, neighbors and acquaintances to hear Ed both at
church during worship and the afternoon concert on Sunday September 16th, and, at the
Monday-Wednesday Adult VBS Gatherings.
There is no registration fee, but donations for the catered hot lunch that concludes each
daily VBS session will be accepted from those who are able to contribute.
Please take these remaining days to spread the word of Ed’s visit to all who could be
blessed by his remarkable gifts of teaching. Make those calls and send those Emails!
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Finance Report — Steve Frank
Friends,
God is THE giver of every good and perfect gift (James 1:17). As we were made in His
image, we are called to give as a way to exemplify His infinitely large heart. The larger
our hearts (and the wider our hands), the larger the picture we paint of God’s character.
Ours is a very generous congregation. Talents and time given by the people in this
congregation benefit many, both inside and outside the church. Plus, we have many plans to
continue to deliver more programs within the
congregation, with plans to hire a Children and
Youth Director, and to continue to reach out
to the community.
With all of that said, Coraopolis United Methodist Church is experiencing the challenging
situation of having a greater level of expense
than we are receiving in monetary gifts. Our
situation is by no means dire, but it is one that
could be better. I would humbly ask that each
of you consider whether you are keeping up
with your pledge for giving this year,
or if you have not made a pledge, to
consider a special gift or increasing your giving.
God Bless!

Pastor’s Letter — continued from page 1
The children provided laughter and joy, hugs and silliness –- that is never wasted. I will
always treasure the times when we wrote God’s word on our hearts together.
You opened my eyes to a whole new way of ministering to a community through feeding –Thanksgiving, Meals on Wheels, Travelogues, 1st Wednesday meals and even pot luck
dinners — your volunteer efforts are astounding and life giving.
You allowed God to move through you as we continue to be shaped in becoming one
community. As your pastor, this has
touched my heart more than anything.
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The thank you’s could go on forever.
My heart is heavy as I prepare to leave
this place and move to First UMC; at
the same time my heart is filled with
joy and hope as Coraopolis UMC prepares for Pastor Dean to serve you as
the interim pastor. God’s best is yet
to come – I have never been more
sure of this in my life.
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What Does It Mean When We Vow to
“resist evil, injustice and oppression”?
In our baptismal vows, we commit to "renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject
the evil powers of this world" and "resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms
they present themselves."
Since the earliest times, the vows of Christian baptism have begun with the renunciation of
evil and then the profession of faith and loyalty to Christ.
The renunciation of evil is rooted in Scripture. In Romans 12:9, we are taught to, "Love
unambiguously, hating the evil, holding fast to the truth." Amos 5:15 similarly says,
"Hate evil; love good. Maintain justice in the courts."
Loving and hating are not seen in Scripture as mere attitudes, but are rather understood as
always being embodied in real action. The verb in Romans 12 for “hate” in particular means
to hate violently or specifically, to abhor so completely that one takes action against the
object of such hatred (the evil itself). We are called to take strong action against the evil
that may be said to motivate, pre-condition or, in some instances, cause the actions other
persons may take.
This does not, however, warrant violence against other people. Jesus is clear how we are to
treat those who act with evil against us: love them, praying for and doing good even to
those who persecute us. (Matthew 5:44).
A persistent theme, especially in the Old Testament and through the prophets, is the
constant call for evil to be resisted, for an end to unjust economic practices, unjust courts,
and to oppression or failure to care properly for widows and orphans and foreigners in the
land. The 10 Commandments also make clear that we are to resist evil as it presents itself to
us, and the rest of the justice codes in the Old Testament (Exodus, Numbers and Leviticus, in
particular) make clear the social costs of failing to do this.
All of this biblical and baptismal history is the reason that the Social Principles of The United
Methodist Church and many of the items in the Book of Resolutions so frequently call
United Methodists to direct action to resist evil, whether that be by boycotts, by witnessing
against irresponsible use of the earth and its resources, or against war as a normal
instrument of national policy, or against racism, or against capital punishment, or for
workers’ rights, and the list goes on (and on and on).
Remember that it was the Methodists in England who were primarily responsible (on the
ground) for the abolition of slavery, the creation of the labor movement, and the radical
reformation of the penal justice and prison code of the whole British empire, not simply
because they avoided evil in their own lives, but
because they organized to fight it as it appeared in
the larger society.
United Methodists today, as servants of Christ, are
sent into the world to engage in the struggle for
justice and reconciliation.
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This content was produced by InfoServ, a ministry of
United Methodist Communications, Dec. 10, 2018.
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Quotes

Antwon Rose
(2000—2018)
A Poem dated April 16, 2016
I am confused and afraid
I wonder what path I will take
I hear that there’s only two ways out
I see mothers bury their sons
I want my mom to never feel that pain
I am confused and afraid
I pretend all is fine
I feel like I’m suffocating
I touch nothing so I believe all is fine
I worry that it isn’t though
I cry no more
I am confused and afraid
I understand people believe I’m just a statistic
I say to them I’m different
I dream of life getting easier
I try my best to make my dream true
I hope that it does
I am confused and afraid
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This was reprinted to present a more
complete picture of a young soul.
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Music Department — Bryan Sable

Summertime, and the living is...Easy? Not quite, around these parts! We had a very busy
summer filled with excellent special music, a choir retreat, and our first ever Pepperoni
Roll FUNdraiser!
I had initially hoped to sell 100 rolls, however, our orders totaled well over 470! We
made a WHOPPING $1,980 which, will be divided equally to the music fund and to the
church's general fund.
We could not have had such success without our dedicated bakers, wrappers, dishwashers, phone-callers, and perhaps most importantly, all the folks who purchased a roll.
(or 3, or 6, or 12!!!)
This fall, expect to hear tons of new choral and handbell anthems! We put some of that
hard-earned dough (I can't help myself...) to work and purchased 18 new choral anthems,
several solo and duet books, and three new handbell pieces!
Also, as always, we welcome new members to all of our groups. The Handbell Choir
rehearses from 6:30-7:30 on Wednesday nights. The Chancel Choir practices immediately
after, from 7:30-around 9:00. Two additional groups, the Robert E. Harper Men's Chorus
meets from 9:00-9:30 on Wednesday Evenings, and the Mary Kay Kennedy Women's
Chorale meets on Sunday mornings from 9:00-9:30. Please join us for any or all of these
fantastic opportunities.
Stay tuned for exciting new programming and more information on our Reflections
Concert Series!
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Living Aloha — by Steve Beard
In a box of 64 crayons, there are 11 shades of blue. When looking out upon the pristine
waters of the Pacific Ocean crashing on the beach in Hawaii, it seems like there might be
even more. It is one of the many marvels that help explain the magnetism and grandeur of
the Islands… Aside from volcanos, pineapples, and the sunsets, it is the “spirit of aloha” that
has the longest-lasting impact on visitors to the Islands. At least that is the hope. Aloha is
the most well-known way to say hello and goodbye, but it has multiple meanings and
represents deep philosophy, culture, and theology.
Long before Western explorers arrived, the traditional greeting (called “honi”) between two
Hawaiians involves the touching of foreheads and noses and sharing the same breath of air
and responding with Aloha. It means the “exchange of breath,” “face to face breath,” or
“the breath of life.” As a meaningful lifestyle, however, aloha is expressed through love,
generosity, and co-operation. It is a virtuous and respectful ideal — and especially practical
when one faces the unique challenges of living on a remote and isolated island with other
people. In other words, aloha is treating someone else as you would want to be treated.
More than 30 years ago, Hawaii enacted the “Aloha Spirit” law which recognizes the cultural
standard of kindness and consideration. “This law is virtually impossible to enforce because
it is a philosophy that directs a code of conduct and way of life. Nonetheless...all citizens
and government officials of Hawaii are obligated to conduct themselves in accordance with
this law,” Dana Viola, first deputy attorney general of Hawaii, recently told the BBC.
The late Hawaiian poet and philosopher known as Auntie Pilahi Paki wrote the aloha law and
gave spiritual meaning to the word in the form of an acrostic:
Stands for Akahai, meaning kindness (grace), expressed with tenderness
Is for Lokahi, meaning unity (unbroken), expressed with harmony
Is for Olu’olu, meaning agreeable (gentle), expressed with pleasantness
Is for Ha’aha’a, meaning humility (empty), expressed with modesty
Stands for Ahonui, meaning patient (waiting for the moment) and persevering
As a word, aloha is so pervasive in Hawaii that it almost loses its deep
meaning…”We do not understand the meaning of Aloha until we realize its
foundation in the power of God at work in the world. One of the first
sentences I learned from my mother in my childhood was this from Holy
Scripture: ‘Aloha ke Akua’ — in other words, ‘God is Aloha,’ said the
Rev. Dr. Abraham Akaka in a historic sermon in 1959 celebrating statehood
for Hawaii.
“Aloha is the power of God seeking to unite what is separated in the world — the power that
unites heart with heart, soul with soul, life with life, culture with culture, race with race,
nation with nation,” he said. “Aloha is the power that can reunite when a quarrel has
brought separation; aloha is the power that reunites a man with himself when he has
become separated from the image of God within.”
Continued on page 10
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Living Aloha (continued from page 9)
Akaka continued: “When a person or a people live in the spirit of Aloha they live in the spirit
of God, and among such a people, whose lives so affirm their inner being, we see the
working of the Scripture: ‘All things work together for good to them who love God...from the
Aloha of God came his Son that we might have life and that we might have it more abundantly.’ Aloha consists of this new attitude of heart, above negativism, above legalism. It is
the unconditional desire to promote the true good of other people in a friendly spirit, out of a
sense of kinship. Aloha seeks to do good, with no conditions attached. We do not do good
only to those who do good to us. One of the sweetest things about the love of God, about
Aloha, is that it welcomes the stranger and seeks his good. A person who has the spirit of
Aloha loves even when the love is not returned. And such is the love of God.”
Aloha does not gloss over legitimate differences of opinion. It does not seek to eradicate
deeply held beliefs. Instead, it seeks to allow those differences to be treated with respect.
Rev. Akaka wanted to make it clear that aloha does not allow for exploitation or
subservience, but shares the burdens of others and seeks the best for everyone.
Although he was speaking in 1959, his message rings especially true in our modern age:
“Today, one of the deepest needs of mankind is the need to feel a sense of kinship one with
another. Truly all mankind belongs together; from the beginning all mankind has been
called into being, nourished, watched over by the love of God...Aloha is the spirit of God at
work in you and in me and in the world, uniting what is separated, overcoming darkness and
death, bringing new light and life to all who sit in the darkness of fear, guiding the feet of
mankind into the way of peace.”
For 27 years, Rev. Akaka (1917-1997) was the kahu, or pastor, of the historic
Kawaiahao Church in Honolulu. A graduate of Indiana Wesleyan University and
Chicago Theological Seminary, he wold often play the ukulele in his sermons and
preached in both English & Hawaiian. Kawaiahao Church became known as
Hawaii’s Westminster Abbey, having become the official church of the Hawaiian
Kingdom. Rev. Akaka was a friend of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and was in Washington D.C.
during the “I have a dream” speech. Newsweek once described him as having the “charm of
a beach boy” and the force of Billy Graham.
Steve Beard is the editor of Good News Magazine, July/August 2018 edition
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Farewell Brunch for Pastor Tracy

This will be Tracy’s final Sunday with us and we are planning a
special celebration of her faithful ministry to CUMC.
Please plan on being here to bless this amazing woman of God
through whom Christ shines brightly!
We appreciate You!!!

Scrip Program
Scrip allows you to use another way to pay for everyday purchases using gift cards in
place of cash, checks and credit cards. You purchase gift cards for your favorite retailers,
including grocery & department stores, gas stations, restaurants, hotels, home improvement, etc. and the church receives a rebate. Just by using scrip to pay for your normal
weekly purchases, you make a contribution to CUMC.

Scrip Order Sundays — Benefits CUMC
Order forms available on the table in the Great Room
Give forms to Bonnie Swenson on Scrip Order Sundays
Receive your cards the next week
Upcoming Order Sundays
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September 2 & 16, October 7 & 21, November 4 & 18
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Phone
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412-264-4787
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Visit Us on the Web
www.coraopolisumc.org
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