Coraopolis United Methodist Church
Sunday, March 29, 2020
5th Sunday of Lent

Your Church Staff Is Here to Serve You!
Rev. Dennis Lawton, Pastor — 1-814-706-8164
E-mail: revlawton@yahoo.ie
Bryan Sable, Music Director
E-mail: bryan@coraopolisumc.org
Pat Petronio, Secretary
Phone: 412-264-3727 FAX: 412-264-4787
E-mail: office@coraopolisumc.org
Website: www.coraopolisumc.org

WE GATHER
Gathering Music
Welcome and Announcements
(If you have a prayer request or wish to communicate with us, please email us at office@coraopolisumc.org)
Choral Praise

Solo by Megan Ogden

*Call to Worship (Isaiah 53:1-6)
One:

Who has believed our message
and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?

All:

He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or
majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.

One:

He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from
whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.

All:

Surely, he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted.

One:

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that
brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.

All:

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid
on him the iniquity of us all.

Choral Psalter

Psalm 130

*Opening Hymn

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross

Jesus keep me near the cross; there a precious fountain,
Free to all, a healing stream, flows from Calvary’s mountain.
In the cross, in the cross, be my glory ever,
Till my raptured soul shall find, rest beyond the river.
Near the Cross I’ll watch and wait, hoping, trusting ever,
Till I reach the golden strand just beyond the river.
In the cross, in the cross, be my glory ever,
Till my raptured soul shall find, rest beyond the river.
Opening Prayer
Almighty God, your own dear son went not to joy but to suffering, and this on our behalf. He did not
choose glory but crucifixion. He accepted death that we might know life. In your mercy, grant that we,
walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
Anthem

Solo by Megan Ogden

Prayer of Confession
Lord Jesus, you knew with certainty the path you would follow. Your gift of life conquered sin and death.
You make the impossible possible. Forgive us when we try to avoid the hardships and challenges which
being a disciple demands. We insist that we know a better way, but it has only led to brokenness and
despair, generation after generation. Forgive us and continue to lead us in the true way that leads to life.
Amen.

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
Old Testament Lesson
Ezekiel 37:1-14
The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle
of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the
floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said,
“Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry
bones, hear the word of the LORD! This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath
enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover
you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’ ” So
I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the
bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered
them, but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man,
and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into
these slain, that they may live.’ ” So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they
came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the
people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ Therefore prophesy
and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring
you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. Then you, my people, will know that I am the
LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I
will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares
the LORD.’ ”
This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
Children’s Time

Lenten Visitor: Pontius Pilate

Hymn

Lift High the Cross

Gospel Lesson

John 12:20-33

see end pages

Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. They came to Philip, who
was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” Philip went to tell
Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single
seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates
their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my
servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I
say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your
name!” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” The crowd that was
there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. Jesus said, “This voice was
for your benefit, not mine. Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be
driven out. And I, when I am lifted upfrom the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to show the
kind of death he was going to die.

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
Lenten Homily

Death, and What Lies Beyond

Morning Prayer
Offering
Offertory
Softly and Tenderly — Arr. Tom Fettke
*Doxology
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
*Prayer of Dedication

see end pages

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
*Closing Hymn

Beneath the Cross of Jesus

see end pages

*Benediction
One:

The Lord has given a promise to us.

All:

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal
their land.

Postlude

LEADERS IN TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE
Rev. Dennis Lawton, Pastor
Bryan Sable, Music Director
Lay Reader: Russell Brown
Acolyte:
Music Performed by: Megan Ogden

Sunday, March 29
10:00 AM
7:00 PM
Tuesday, March 31
7:00 PM
Wednesday, April 1
Noon
7:00 PM
Sunday, March 29
10:00 AM
7:00 PM

Worship Service on Facebook
Narcotics Anonymous
Narcotics Anonymous
Lenten Concert on Facebook
Alcoholics Anonymous
Worship Service on Facebook
Narcotics Anonymous

Lillian Wanner, Becky DiDay, Ada Mae Blair, Wilai Gould,
Jane Davies, Tom & Juanita Manley, Doris Davies, Ethel Vith, Edie
Cleveland, Marjorie Myers, Kelly & Zola Bender, Owen Lawton, Mary
Elkins, Jeremy McMonigal, Nancy McBain, Jeanne Cosgrove,
Dennis Lawton’s mother
Jean Clark’s daughter, Miranda
Rick Gleason, from the Swensons
Doris Nagy’s sister, Shirley
Debby Kennedy’s sister, Susan, & her niece, Jennifer
Debbie, a friend of Barb King
Bonnie Swenson’s brother, Merrill
Nikki & Christopher’s Aunt w/COVID19, from Becky DiDay
Bryan, Ray, Melissa, from Denise Corcoran
The worldwide coronavirus issue
Our government officials, military, 1st responders, USA
CUMC congregants, pastor and staff

Palm Sunday

10:00am

Worship Service

Good Friday

7:30pm

Reflective Service

Easter Sunday

10:00am

Worship Celebration Service

Our Sunday services (10am) (including Holy Week services)
and Lenten Concerts (Wednesdays at noon) will be
streaming on our Facebook page. Here’s the link:
https://www.facebook.com/CoraopolisUMC/
We will be doing even after CDC guidelines are lifted. I
It will be a permanent feature of our church services.

Our Last Concert
Robert Troeger, Organ
Wednesday, April 1

If you shop on Amazon, go to
smile.amazon.com and shop
from there. They contribute to
charities that you support.
CUMC is one of them. Just signup, shop, & we get a %. Only
works with amazon smile.

Our Desire is to:
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world
1205 Ridge Avenue – Coraopolis PA 15108
412-264-3727

